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Technical Standards of Candidates for Program Admission 
 
The curriculum leading to the MAOM and DAHM degrees from Daoist Traditions requires students to engage in diverse 
and specific experiences essential to the acquisition and practice of essential skills and functions. Unique combinations of 
cognitive, affective, psychomotor, physical and social abilities are required to satisfactorily perform these functions. 
These competencies/functions are needed for successful admission and continuance by candidates for the MAOM and 
DAHM degrees and clinical practice. In addition to the standards of behavior and academic conduct set forth in the 
Daoist Traditions publications, these essential competencies/functions include but are not limited to the following 
abilities: 
 
Intellectual (intelligence, knowledge) / Cognitive (thinking, reasoning, or remembering) Competency – A candidate must 
be able to concentrate, evaluate, apply information, engage in critical thinking and problem solving in the classroom and 
clinical setting, and maintain accurate clinical records. He or she must be able to quickly read, comprehend, and 
memorize extensive written material.  
 
Motor Skills / Physical Qualifications – Candidates should have sufficient motor function so that they are able to execute 
movements required to provide general care and treatment to patients in all health care settings. The candidate must be 
able to palpate the body, pulse, and acupoints effectively and efficiently; practice/demonstrate the use of all CM 
practical clinical skills, including, qigong/taichi. For the safety of the patients, the candidate must be able to perform 
basic life support, including CPR, and function in an emergency situation. The candidate must have the ability, within 
reasonable limits, to safely assist a patient in moving, for example, from a chair to an examination/treatment table, or 
from a wheelchair to another location. He or she must be able to attend a full day of scheduled classes and a full clinic 
shift.  * Daoist Traditions has a focused education that emphasizes but is not limited to insertion of Chinese needles. OM styles that have 

accommodations that are appropriate for the visual impaired to learn and practice acupuncture, such as abdominal diagnosis or Japanese 
Toyohari, are not taught or a major focus at Daoist Traditions. 

 
Sensory / Observation Capabilities – A candidate must be able to acquire the information presented through 
demonstrations and experiences. He or she must be able to observe a patient accurately, at a distance and close at hand, 
and observe and appreciate non-verbal communications when assessing and treating patients. The candidate must be 
capable of perceiving the signs of disharmony and manifestations through physical examination.  He or she must be able 
to observe patient’s body, demeanor, and tongue; discern muscles and bones; obtain auditory information from voice, 
breathing, sighing; tolerate unusual smells, such as moxa smoke or liniments; and tolerate the use of Wi-Fi on campus. 
 
Communication Proficiency – The candidate must communicate effectively and sensitively with other students, faculty, 
staff, patients and their family members, and other professionals. He or she must express his or her ideas and feelings 
clearly and demonstrate a willingness and ability to give and receive feedback. The candidate must approach each 
patient free from bias and with social and cultural sensitivity; interview a patient effectively and efficiently, asking and 
interpretation of questions in a meaningful way, and obtain comprehensive and thorough information using critical 
thinking while establishing rapport with the patient. 
 
Behavioral / Emotional /Social Faculties – The candidate must possess the emotional health required for the full 
utilization of his or her intellectual abilities, the exercise of good judgment, and the prompt completion of all 
responsibilities attendant to the diagnosis and differentiation and care of patients. In addition, he or she must be able to 
maintain mature, sensitive, and effective relationships with patients, other students, faculty, administration and staff, 
and other professionals in diverse academic and working environments. The candidate must have the emotional stability 
to function effectively under stress and to adapt to an environment that may change in unpredictable ways. The 
candidate must be able and willing to examine and change his/her behavior when it interferes with productive individual 
or team relationships.  
 
Professionalism – Candidates must possess the ability to reason morally and practice healthcare in an ethical manner. 
Candidates must be willing to learn and abide by professional standards of practice. He or she must possess attributes 
that include compassion, empathy, altruism, integrity, honesty, responsibility and tolerance. Candidates must be able to 
engage in patient care delivery in all settings and to all patient populations including but not limited to children, 
adolescents, adults, developmentally disabled persons, medically compromised patients, and vulnerable adults. 


